
 

  

CELEBRATING OUR 37th YEAR AS AN ACTIVE CLUB 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Brown’s BBQ 

1243 West 
Lucas St. 

Florence, SC 
Sep.11, 2018 

6:30 PM for eating/fellowship 
7:00 PM for Club Meeting 

 

 

  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: 
 

Curt Smith                  9-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Stewart          9-21  

Cheryl Floyd              9-27  

Stacy Spence            9-28  

  

  
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
   Kit Fulmer   

2018 CLUB OFFICERS 
 

President   Al Robinson  496-7207   
Vice Pres.  Tom Spence 
Spence 

773-0189   
Secretary/  Susan Pace 230-0212   
Treasurer.     

 
NEW CLUB WEBSITE: 

swampfox.aaca.com 

Email:swampfoxoldcarclub@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 September 1, 2018 
                      

          
 

Robinson’s Ramblings’  
 
September 1st is here and I don't know where the 
year has gone. The planning and preparation is in 
good shape for the Sweet Potato show in Darlington 
on Oct 13 with Nick as the chairman for the show. 
Tom Spence has the preparation for the Pecan 
Festival show in good shape, and we have started the 
planning phase for the Antique and Classic show at 
Hoffmeyer Place for next April. The show date will be 
April 13, 2019 for this show. 
 
I would like to welcome Kit Fulmer to the club as our 
newest member. Kit has a really nice 1938 Plymouth 
2dr sedan and is doing a lot of work on the car at this 
time. He will be driving it to our meetings in the near 
future. 
 
I would also like to welcome Doug and Cheryl Floyd 
as our 2 new Board of Directors members. They fill 2 
vacancies resulting from Tom Spence's promotion to 
Vice President and one vacancy that existed for some 
time. Dave Rast will become our Facebook Master so 
anything related to Facebook will go to and thru him. 
 
 
 
  

NEWS 
FROM THE 

 

 

 

 

 

Swamp Fox Region 

2018 Car Show Schedule 
Sweet Potato Festival, Darlington, SC 

10/13/18 
Pecan Festival, Florence, SC 11/3/18 

mailto:swampfoxcarclub@aol.com


 

 
 

Robinson’s Ramblings’ con’t 
 
 
Curt will be the chairman for the Hoffmeyer Place show again in 2019. He has already put some things in 
place and we hope to make this show even bigger and better. It was a huge success in 2018 and the future 
looks bright for 2019. We will need lots of help from each of you as we go forward. This show will become our 
signature presentation in the Pee Dee in the future and will showcase just how great a car club we are!!! 
 
Don't forget Charlotte Auto Fair Sept 5-9. The club gathering place for those attending will be my swap meet 
spaces (SO-28 and TO 28) in the Orange Field. Also mark the next Cars and Coffee at Highland Park 
Methodist Church on your calendar for Sept 8 from 9 to 11 am. 
 
Let’s get some cars together and go as a group to the Golden Leaf show in Mullins on Sept 22. Luther 
Johnson heads up this show and is a very active member of Swamp Fox. Let's support him on this show. 
 
 REMEMBER, LIFE'S TOO SHORT TO DRIVE BORING CARS-ENJOY YOUR PRIDE AND JOY! 
 
                                                                                                                 AL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

    The Editors Turn       
 
 
 
 
 
 

This month’s “Swamp Fox Rides” features the story of the acquisition and restoration 
of a 1970 Pontiac GTO as told by its owner and Swamp Fox Car Club member Bill 
Edwards.   
 
In addition to his story, I have included sequential photos of the car as purchased, 
during the restoration process, and after it received an AACA First Grand National 
Award.  These photos are just a small sample of the hundreds of pictures taken to 
document and facilitate the restoration of this special car. 
 
The materials that follow are an effort to outline the processes, methods, and 
references used to complete the successful restoration of his GTO.  I hope that it will 
be helpful to you when you begin your own restoration project. 
 

Curt Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The steps to a successful restoration 
 
 

 Define the scope of the restoration. Will it be a complete ground up restoration or a service 
and repair procedure to make the car a reliable and attractive driver?   

   

 Get organized. Plan, manage and control your project. Ultimately you are responsible for the 
outcome. Carefully select the primary shop that will do the work. Make frequent visits to keep 
the project on track and the quality at a high level. Address issues in a timely manner. 

 

 Do your homework.  Research reliable and factual references, not just an internet search. See 
attached examples including build sheets, assembly manuals, restoration manuals, judging 
manuals, and parts catalogs.  

 

 Determine and document the originality and condition of everything. Seek advice from 
experienced, knowledgeable people. Listen carefully to what they say. Ask lots of questions. 
Take notes. Heed their advice as appropriate.  

 

 Photograph in detail, all of the car prior to beginning the restoration.  Inspect every component 
of the car. Photograph and document all of the numbers (VIN, part numbers, serial numbers, 
date codes, etc.).  Confirm that your photos are clear and complete. 

 

 Carefully disassemble the car. Bag and tag everything. Do NOT throw away anything!  One 
day you will need to refer to an old, original component and compare to a new or rebuilt 
replacement part. 

 

 Continue to photograph all steps of disassembly. This will be valuable when it is time to 
reassemble. 

 

 Photograph all steps of reassembly to create an historical record.   
 

 Closely control the storage of everything during the restoration process. Sometimes the most 
important and valuable rare parts will grow legs and disappear without a trace.  

 

 The pace of a project will ebb and flow.  Allow time to sort out issues as the project nears 
completion.  Time is of the essence but Quality is forever.  

 

 Success is a result of preparation and perspiration.  If you don’t plan and manage your project 
effectively, it will only be a success by accident. 

 

Good luck with your project! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Curt Smith  
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Swamp Fox Rides 
 

The story of a 1970 GTO restoration 
 

Coming of driving age during the muscle car era was so exciting and those fond 
memories are what directs my collecting interest day.   Those powerful memories 
came to light when Curt and I took a trip to Hickory, North Carolina to examine an LT1 
Corvette. 
 

The owner had a number of GTO’s not for sale, including a burgundy 1970, 455 
HO convertible, 4-speed car, one of 158.   This was the muscle car embodiment of my 
first car, a 1970 Pontiac Lemans Coupe, automatic, 350, 2 barrel car.   The goal of 
reliving my teen years and muscle car form required significant amounts of “green 
poultice” applied to the owner’s reluctance to sell.   Though it looked great from 10 
feet away and all numbers were matching, much work lay beneath the shiny repaint 
as you can see from the restoration photos.   

 
A full frame-off restoration was required which was entrusted to Duane Knight 

and his expert staff at Knight’s body shop.  The documentation available for Pontiac’s 
from the Pontiac Historical Society allows confirmation of the exact specifications of 
this car and the expert research assistance of Curt branching out from his Corvette 
expertise resulted in the end result which is now traversed AACA judging including a 
First Grand National Award in Greensburg, Pennsylvania this summer.  
   
 Every time I look at the GTO I think about all the fun I had in my first car at age 
16.  This emotional attachment is very helpful when you think of the time and expense 
of going through a frame off restoration but I can truly say that it was all worthwhile 
and it would be very difficult for me to ever part with this fine example of American 
muscle.   
 

Bill Edwards 

 
 

                  
  



 
 Disassembly 
        

   
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

     



Body work, Paint and Reassembly 
 

    
   

      
 

                                                                                                                                                                             
  

        



 
 
 

     
 
 
   

     
 
 
 

      
 
 
 

        



     

               
   

          
 

               
 

                
 

                  



 

  

Details, Details, Details 
      

        
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

    
 

 



 
2018 AACA First Grand National Award Winner 
 

 
 
 

   
 
  



Show Winning Recipes 
        

Cherry Cheese Cake ---- Donna Smith 
  

Crust  
Crush the contents of 2 packages of graham crackers in a bowl. 
 
Add 1 ½ sticks of melted butter and mix. 
 
Place in a 9” x 12” serving dish.     
 

Filling 
Mix the contents of 1 pack of Dream Whip per instructions on package in a bowl. 
 
Place two, 8oz. Philadelphia Cream Cheese and ½ box of powdered sugar in a separate bowl. Mix the cream 
cheese and sugar until very creamy.  Then fold in the Dream Whip.  Put this mixture on top of the graham 
cracker crust.  
  
Add 2 (21oz.) cans of Duncan Hines Comstock Original Country Cherry Pie Filling on top of the cream cheese. 
 
Refrigerate overnight.  Serves 8-12 .                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                              

              
 
 
(This recipe was given to Donna by a dear friend Joey Snyder) 

 
  



Automotive History 
 
Built in Acton, England, the 1905 Napier won so much acclaim that it helped make the British 
automotive industry world-famous. The Napier popularized the six-cylinder engine which was to 
become one of the most widely used types of auto engine.  
 
The two men responsible for the Napier, Montague S. Napier and Selwyn F. Edge, began their 
automotive careers when Edge bought a used Panhard racer. The car needed major modification, 
and he took it to Napier, the young owner of a firm that manufactured precision machinery. With the 
substitution of a wheel for the steering tiller and a new engine developed by Napier, the car ran so 
well that the two men decided to go into business. Napier was the mechanical expert  
and Edge was the salesman.   
                                                     
 In 1902, only two years after the first Napier was built, Edge drove one of the cars to victory in the 
prestigious Gordon Bennett Trophy Race. In fact, it was the only entry to finish the grueling run. This 
race showed the world that the Napier and the British auto industry were ready to make their  
mark on automotive history. The following year Napier developed a smooth-running efficient six-
cylinder engine. Realizing the potential of this engine, he put full effort into promoting it. Perfecting 
the engine and building public acceptance for it proved to be the company's greatest contribution to 
the future.                                                                         
 
The year of the Napier six was 1905.  
Six-cylinder engines were produced in several versions from models of modest horsepower used in 
passenger cars to the huge 90-horsepower racing engine. With the motto "publicity by competition," 
Edge made the Napier famous by entering cars in every race possible. To ensure publicity, he 
flooded the newspapers before every race with grand statements about the Napier. Unlike the 
ballyhoo of many other car promoters, Edge's statements were factual, based on the efficient design 
and quality of work performed by Napier and his men. In speed trials and hill-climbs, the Napier six 
was unbeatable. The 90-horsepower six set record after record in England, Europe and the United 
States, including the world land speed record of 104.65 mph at Daytona Beach, Florida. That same 
year, Edge demonstrated the touring virtue of the Napier six in a 466-mile drive from Brighton to 
Edinburgh. The powerful Napier covered the entire distance in high gear, without the need for 
shifting. Motorists of the time considered this a big advantage because shifting was often difficult for 
the average driver.           
                                                                                 
Impressed by the Napier's accomplishments in competition and by the quality of its craftsmanship, 
titled and distinguished customers throughout the world bought Napier touring cars and limousines. 
The Maharajah of Alwar summed up the performance of the Napier six by saying "quite the most 
superior in reliability, flexibility and easy running."         

 
David Lahr 
Charlotte NC Hornets’ Nest AACA  
 


